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My name is Celina Moreno, and I am an attorney at MALDEF (Mexican American Legal 

Defense and Educational Fund) testifying in strong opposition to the Committee Substitute to SB 

4. MALDEF opposes SB 4 as a whole but focuses this testimony on one of the most dangerous 

aspects of the bill – the inappropriate, on-the-ground enforcement provisions that make all 

Texans less safe. 

 

Firstly, I would like to dispel the notion that if you are a good person or “a good immigrant,” 

CSSB 4 will not impact you. As written, CSSB 4 shows a legitimate basis for community fear 

and targets a much broader group of Texans than the “bad hombres” lawmakers have depicted as 

the aim of this bill. 

 

Secondly, SB 4 undermines “community trust” policies in which local police departments, who 

best know the pulse of their communities, choose not to inquire about the immigration status of a 

person under a lawful detention or arrest.  

 

The “witness and victim exception” in CSSB 4 is necessary, but it does not suffice to alleviate 

community fears. CSSB 4 includes anyone in “lawful detention,” e.g. a routine traffic stop. Even 

if this bill is amended to exclude “lawful detention” and apply only to lawful arrests, individuals 

can be arrested for crimes as minor as Class C misdemeanors. Further, localities that have 

adopted similar policies blurring the line between ICE and local police have seen an uptick in 

arrests for very minor offenses. Thus, let’s be clear: Racial profiling is a foreseeable consequence 



of CSSB 4.  Latino Texans, regardless of immigration status, are the most likely group to be 

caught in this immigration “dragnet.” 

 

Lastly, CSSB 4 includes extremely open-ended, and arguably unconstitutionally vague, 

provisions requiring local law enforcement to cooperate with ICE.  Federal ICE agents follow 

federal enforcement priorities. Thus, it is critical that this Committee understands how CSSB 4 

will entangle local law enforcement with the Trump administration’s new immigration 

enforcement “priorities.”  

 

On January 25, 2017, President Donald Trump issued an Executive Order (EO)1 that casts the 

immigration enforcement net so wide that the new federal “priorities” can hardly be referred to 

as priorities at all. For example, the EO applies to any undocumented immigrant, even if she has 

not been charged with a crime. CSSB 4 makes local law enforcement officials complicit not only 

in the current executive order but also binds them to cooperate with any future enforcement 

actions of the Trump Administration.  

 

When ICE asks for cooperation in accordance with that Executive Order, CSSB 4 would require 

local officials to divert resources from serious criminals to immigration enforcement of 

individuals who pose no threat to community safety – or face harsh civil and criminal liability. 

That makes us all less safe.  

 

What the authors of SB 4 have represented is not consistent with the current reality in our 

immigration system. Anyone who believes this bill will apply only to dangerous criminals has 

not been paying attention. 

 

We urge you to vote “no” on CSSB 4. Thank you for your consideration. 

                                                        
1 The EO, titled “Enhancing Public Safety in the Interior of the United States,” focuses on increased interior enforcement against 
immigrants. Section 5 of the EO describes “Enforcement Priorities. The EO is available at: https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-
press-office/2017/01/25/presidential-executive-order-enhancing-public-safety-interior-united.  
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