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December 11, 2015 
 
 
VIA FACSIMILE:  (714) 961-0283 
& U.S. MAIL 
 
Chad P. Wanke, Mayor 
City of Placentia 
City Hall 
401 East Chapman Avenue 
Placentia, CA  92870 
 
 Re: City of Placentia’s Voting System 
 
Dear Mr. Wanke: 
 

We write on behalf of Latino citizens and voters of the City of 
Placentia to demand that the City convert its at-large election system to a 
district-based election system. 
 

MALDEF has investigated Placentia’s demographic and electoral 
information with particular attention to the prohibitions of the California 
Voting Rights Act (“CVRA”) of 2001, and Section 2 of the Federal Voting 
Rights Act (“FVRA”), 52 U.S.C.A. § 10301(a).  Based on that investigation, 
MALDEF has concluded that Placentia’s at-large election system violates the 
CVRA and must be converted to a district election system that affords Latino 
voters an equal opportunity to elect candidates of choice to the City Council. 

 
The CVRA prohibits public agencies from imposing an at-large 

method of election “that impairs the ability of a protected class to elect 
candidates of its choice or its ability to influence the outcome of an election, as 
a result of the dilution or abridgement of the rights and the privileges of 
members of a protected class.”  Elections Code § 14027. 
 

According to U.S. Census population data, 36.44% of the population of 
the city is Latino.  However, none of the five current members of the City 
Council is Latino, and there has been only one Latino City Council member in 
the last two decades.  Based on our review of election returns and 
demographic information, we believe that the lack of success of Latino 
candidates results from racially polarized voting by the Placentia electorate.  
Our analysis shows that group wide voting patterns in Placentia are 
characterized by racially polarized voting that unlawfully impairs the ability of 
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Latino voters to elect candidates of choice to the City Council.  A fairly drawn district 
plan would remedy that violation. 
 

We would be pleased to discuss the subject of this letter with you should you wish 
to do so.  Please respond within 30 days, or we will have no alternative but to pursue 
litigation to obtain an order changing the election system from at-large to by-district, 
together with other relief provided for in the CVRA, including awards of litigation and 
expert witness costs, and attorneys’ fees. 

 
Should you have any questions, please contact us. 

 
Very truly yours, 

        
 
Denise Hulett 
National Senior Counsel 

    Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund 
    
 
DH/mg 
 
cc: Jeremy B. Yamaguchi, Mayor Pro Tem 

Craig Green, Council Member  
Scott Nelson, Council Member  
Constance Underhill, Council Member 
Christian L. Bettenhausen, City Attorney 
 


