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April 22, 2015 
 
Assemblymember Sebastian Ridley-Thomas 
Chair, Assembly Elections & Redistricting Committee 
1020 N Street, Room 365 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

RE: AB 1301 (Jones-Sawyer) – Voting Rights: Preclearance –  
SPONSOR SUPPORT 

 
Dear Assemblymember Ridley-Thomas: 
 

On behalf of MALDEF (Mexican American Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund), I write to convey our strong support and sponsorship of 
Assembly Bill 1301 (Jones-Sawyer), which would ensure that California voters are 
protected from voting-related changes that have historically resulted in unduly 
limiting the influence of minority voters and in deterring civic participation.  In the 
aftermath of the United States Supreme Court’s decision in 2013 to severely 
reduce the impact of the Voting Rights Act (VRA) of 1965, this legislation is a 
needed protection for voting rights in California. 
 

Before the decision in Shelby County v. Holder, the federal VRA required 
certain jurisdictions with histories of low participation in voting to submit all of 
their elections changes to the Department of Justice for review and pre-clearance.  
Three California counties were covered by this pre-clearance requirement, which 
ensured a quick and efficient process of reviewing the submitted changes for 
potential discrimination.  The process ensured that the entire nation, including 
California, obtained a clear indication of changes to be avoided because of their 
discriminatory potential, without plaintiffs and defendants having to go through the 
extreme time and costs of federal litigation.  The loss of this efficient dispute 
resolution process continues to burden jurisdictions and voters across the country. 
 

AB 1301 identifies specific practices that have historically been correlated 
with deterring the participation of minority voters and the growth of minority 
voting power, including that of emerging, fast-growing minority communities – the 
precise communities whose growing political power may cause some incumbent 
elected officials to take steps to entrench themselves against a nascent political 
force.  By identifying these elections-related changes and subjecting them to a 
swift and efficient review for potential discrimination, California can avoid the 
costs of federal VRA litigation by private parties that would otherwise ensue.  The  
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bill also would ensure that these potentially problematic changes are reviewed prior to 
implementation at any election – before any voter’s right to cast a meaningful ballot is infringed. 
 

AB 1301 also avoids identifying specific jurisdictions and subjecting them to a process, 
albeit an efficient and effective one, that other jurisdictions avoid.  Instead, the bill ensures that 
all jurisdictions will consider carefully the potential discrimination in these changes, and that 
those changes adopted carefully and without potential for discrimination will receive quick 
review and approval. 
 

California can and should remain a model for civic inclusion and integration of all 
communities.  AB 1301 helps to ensure that all minority communities, including emerging 
communities in the future, will not face undue obstacles to their full inclusion in voting and 
governance.  MALDEF urges your support for AB 1301. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

 
 
Thomas A. Saenz 
President and General Counsel 
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